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“The wives thought, “What is
it with this guy?’ ”

Esserman still expects to
be the butt of bachelor jokes
among his married friends.
Yet young people tend to ig-
nore his single status.

“I've never had a friend’s
child come up to me and
say, ‘God, what's your
—deal?,” he says. “That made
. me realize I was just fine be-
ing single.”

Last year, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau, a per-
son’s average age at first
marriage was at an all time
high of 277 for men and 25 for
women. That’s five years lat-
er in life for both sexes than
50 years ago.

“Singlehood isn't transi-
tional anymore; marriage
is,” says Bella DePaulo, au-
thor of “Singled Out: How
Singles Are Stereotyped,
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“Even though all the pres-
sure is on women to get mar-
ried,” DePaulo says, “in some
ways, it’s really the men who
are acting like they want to
get married more.”

Esserman says he is not a
committed bachelor. If he
finds the right woman, he will
marry her. But he has picked
up a few pearls from wisdom
from his many years as a bach-
elor.

“Whether you are married
or single,” he says, “you have
to build a life you can be hap-
py” with.

Staff writer Sheba R. Wheeler
can be reached at 303-954-1283
or swheeler@denverpost.com.
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